
TRACCE INGLESE 
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I visited my friend Sherlock Holmes two days after Christmas. When I arrived he was sitting 

on a sofa in front of the fire. Next to the sofa was a wooden chair, and on the back of the 

chair was a dirty old hat. A magnifying glass and a forceps were on the chair, so the hat was 

probably part of one of Holmes's investigations. 
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 'You're busy,' I said. 'Am I interrupting you?' 'No, not at all,' he replied, and indicated the 

hat. "The problem is very simple, but it is still interesting and maybe even instructive. I sat 

down in an armchair and warmed my hands in front of the fire because it was very cold 

outside. 
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'I imagine,' I said, 'that this hat is connected with a terrible crime." 'No, no. No crime,' said 

Sherlock Holmes, laughing. 'Do you know Peterson, the commissionaire?'  'Yes.'  'This hat 

belongs to him." 'It is his hat?' 'No, no. He found it. He does’t know who the hat belongs to. 

4 

'Look at it carefully, and not as a dirty old hat, but as an intellectual problem. It arrived here 

on Christmas morning, together with a good fat goose. That goose is probably cooking at 

Peterson's house at this very moment. 'These are the facts. About four o'clock on Christmas 

morning Peterson was returning from a party along Tottenham Court Road.  

5 

“Then he saw some men attack the tall man. One of the attackers knocked the man's hat 

off, so the man lifted his walking stick to defend himself. But when he lifted the stick he broke 

the shop window behind him. Peterson ran to help the man, but when the man saw Peterson 

with his commissionaire uniform, he thought he was a policeman, and he ran away.  
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'Of course, Peterson then gave the goose back to its owner,' I said. 'No,' replied Holmes, 

'that is the problem. It is true that "For Mrs Henry Baker" was written on a small card attached 

to the leg of the goose, and that the initials "H.B." are written inside the hat. But there are 

thousands of Bakers and hundreds of Henry Bakers in London ….  
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 'He brought both the goose and the hat to me on Christmas morning, because he knows 

that I am interested in even the smallest problems. I kept the goose until this morning and 

then I gave it to Peterson to cook for dinner. I am keeping the hat for the unknown 

gentleman.' 



 

8 

Sherlock Holmes had opened his mouth to reply, when the door opened and Peterson, the 

commissionaire, came running in. His face was red and he looked incredibly shocked.  'The 

goose, Mr Holmes! The goose, sir!' he cried.  'What? Has it come back to life and flown out 

of your kitchen window?' asked Holmes.  
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He showed us a shiny blue stone in his hand. 'Peterson!' said Holmes. 'This is a treasure! 

Do you know what you have got?' 'A diamond, sir! A precious stone! It cuts glass like butter." 

'It is more than a precious stone. It's the precious stone." 'Not the Countess of Morcar's blue 

carbuncle, the one which was stolen?' I cried.  
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I left to work for the day. That evening, when I came back, I saw a tall man waiting outside 

Holmes's house. We entered together. 'Mr Henry Baker, I believe,' said Holmes when he 

saw us. 'Please sit by the fire and get warm. Ah, Watson, you have come at the right time. 

Is that your hat, Mr Baker?' 'Yes, sir, that is certainly my hat."  
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'We have kept your things,' said Holmes, "but we had to eat the goose." 'You ate it!' said our 

visitor with excitement. 'Yes, it was going to go bad, but I bought you another goose. It is 

over there, and I think it is just as good." 'Oh, certainly, certainly!' answered Mr Baker happily. 

'Of course,' said Holmes .. 
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"There is your hat, then, and there is your bird,' said Holmes. 'But could you tell me where 

you got your goose from? It was a splendid bird, and I would like to get another one like 

it.''Certainly, sir,' said Mr Baker, 'I got it at the Alpha pub near the Museum. You see, the 

owner of the pub, Mr Windigate, started a goose-club.  
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The man looked at us with frightened but hopeful eyes; he wasn't sure if something very 

good or very bad was going to happen to him. We then returned to Holmes's house to 

discuss the matter in front of a warm fire. 'Here we are!' said Holmes happily, as we entered 

his room. 'Now do you want to know what happened to those geese?'  
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'Oh sir,' he cried, 'where did it go?" 'It came here.' 'Here?' 'Yes, and it was an incredible bird. 

I am not surprised that you want to find that goose. It laid an egg after it died - the brightest 

little blue egg that you have ever seen. I have it here." Our visitor stood up and then almost 

fell down. Holmes took out the blue carbuncle, and Ryder looked at it for a long time.  



 

15 

A bridge collapses in India. It is a pedestrian bridge. A pedestrian bridge is for people to 

walk. This bridge is above a river. People celebrate Diwali festival. Too many people are on 

the bridge. The bridge starts to move from side to side. Suddenly, it falls. 141 people die. 

Many people go missing. Some people swim to the river’s banks.  
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Michael Jordan's sneakers or shoes sell for $ 1.47 million as auction. The shoes are Nike 

Air Ships. They are the first shoes which sell for more than one million dollars. Jordan wears 

these shoes on November 1, 1984. It is during his first season with the team of Chicago 

Bulls. Jordan starts to work togheter with Nike in the same year.  
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Safaricom is a company. It provides 5G technology. It is the first company to start this 

business in East Africa. Safaricom has 35 5G sites in Nairobi and other cities in Kenya. The 

company wants to have 200 sites in spring of next year. It does a lot of business with mobile 

data.The company wants to have more business with fixed data. The change in not easy.  

 

18 

Doctors are worried about this year's winter. Many people are sick from respiratory virus 

called RSV. RSV is dangerous for small children. It is also dangerous for people of 65 years 

old. This virus has many symptoms similar COVID-19 or flu. People get sick earlier this year. 

Children are around each other during the coronavirus. Their immunity is not so strong.  
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On Kenya’s beaches there is a lot of plastic waist. This is a big problem for turtles. They eat 

the plastic. The Plastic kills them. They eat it because they think it's a jellyfish. People find 

that young turtles eat plastic more often than adults. They die also. When there is plastic on 

beaches, turtles cannot lay eggs. Plastic also blocks the way to the ocean.  

 

20 

Coca-Cola makes a song. It's for the 2022 FIFA World Cup. It's the 22nd FIFA World Cup. 

Three singers do the song. They come from Mexico, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. They change 

a popular 1986 Queen song. It's called "A Kind of Magic". The new song mixes Arabic and 

Latin music. The World Cup will take place in Qatar. It will start on November 20th.  

 

 

 


